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The next meeting of the Technical Electronic Product Radiation Safety Standards 
Committee--the Bureau of Radiological Health's statutory advisory group on the 
establishment of performance standards for radiation-producing electronic 
products--will be held on June 1 and 2, 1978, in Room T-416 of Bureau head
quarters at 12720 Twinbrook Parkway, Rockville, Maryland. The meeting will 
begin at 9:00 a.m., and will be open to the public. 

Among the new items to be placed before the Committee for consideration are two 
groups of proposed amendments to the performance standard for diagnostic x-ray 
equipment. One group relates to x-ray therapy simulators, while the other, which 
is in draft stage, would amend the standard to recognize the special operational 
characteristics of computed tomography systems. Also scheduled for discussion 
are a proposal to amend the microwave oven standard test procedures and possible 
future actions regarding the manufacture and use of diagnostic ultrasound 
equipment. 

With respect to ongoing standards projects, the Committee will receive status 
reports on: (1) the development of proposed amendments to the laser standard, 
(2) the sunlamp product performance standard which was published as a proposed 
rule in the December 30, 1977, FEDERAL REGISTER, (3) a proposed performance 
standard for mercury vapor lamps which has been submitted for publication in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER, and (4) a proposed performance standard for microwave 
diathermy equipment which also is scheduled for FEDERAL REGISTER publication. 

In other areas, the Committee will be briefed on the Bureau's procedures for 
setting standards and issuing recommendations, the laser light show compliance 
problem and the resulting issuance of safety criteria and enforcement policy 
guidance, new developments in medical x-ray recommendation projects, and the 
Bureau's responsibilities in the area of medical devices. 

Other agenda items will include informational briefings on the biological effects 
of ultrasound, phototherapy, and light, and on the Division of Training and 
Medical Application's programs to educate consumers with respect to Bureau 
activities in the area of public health protection. 
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Draft Amendments on CT X-Ray Systems Mailed for Public Review 

A document containing draft amendments that would modify the diagnostic x-ray 
performance standard to recognize the special operational characteristics of 
computed tomography (CT) systems has been sent to manufacturers and other 
interested persons in the public sector for review and comment. The document, 
which also contains an explanation of the rationale for the amendments, was 
mailed under a cover letter dated March 24, 1978, from Robert G. Britain, 
Director of the Bureau of Radiological Health's Division of Compliance. 

The amendments were drafted as a result of two open meetings on the subject, 
individual meetings with manufacturers, and an extensive in-house analysis of 
currently manufactured CT systems. Because of the unique imaging 
characteristics of CT scanners, these amendments represent a significant 
departure from the present standard. 

After the extramural review is complete, the Bureau will present the draft 
amendments along with a summary of the comments received to the Technical 
Electronic Product Radiation Safety Standards Committee (TEPRSSC) at the 
advisory group's meeting on June 1 and 2, 1978. 

Persons who are interested in receiving a copy of the document should contact 
Harvey Rudolph, Food and Drug Administration, Bureau of Radiological Health 
(HFX-460), 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, Maryland 20857, telephone (301) 443-
1960. 

Comments received by May 15, 1978, will be considered for presentation to 
TEPRSSC. Comments received after that date will be considered during the 
development of a formal proposal on the subject. 

Interagency Regulatory Liaison Group Develops Radiation Protection Plan 

The Food and Drug Administration, the Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
the Environmental Protection Agency, and the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration agreed in August 1977 to work together as an Interagency 
Regulatory Liaison Group (IRLG) to improve the public health by sharing 
information, avoiding duplication of effort, and developing consistent regulatory 
policies. The Regulatory Development Work Group, which is one of eight IRLG 
work groups, recently completed a plan for coordinated regulatory action in the 
area of radiation protection. 

The eight work groups were established to develop common, consistent, or 
compatible practices in areas of activity common to the four agencies. In addition 
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