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Government Accused of Laxity 
On Microwave Radiation Hazard 

New York Times News Service • 

--------------A congressional study has con-
cluded that federal agencies have 
been lax in setting and. enforcing 
standards to protect the public from 

1 

the potential health hazards of mi-

l 

crowave radiation, which at high 
levels has been shown to cause cata
racts, sterility and birth defects. 

The study, conducted by the 
General Accounting Office, singled 
out the Food and Drug Administra
tion as being lax in monitoring its 
safety standards for the 2 million mi
crowave ovens in use in the United 
States. 

Nor has the FDA, charged by law 
with controlling m_edical diathermy 
devices, even set emission standards 
for the 15,000 in use, the study found. 
The machines are used therapeuti
cally to generate heat in body tis-
sues. · 

The GAO, an investigative arm of 
Congress, also noted that the govern
ment has failed to adequately 

regulate such new and increasingly 
popular microwave products as com
munication relays, burglar alarms, 
smoke detectors, garage door open
ers, food warmers and commercial 
heaters. 

. THE STUDY, obtained by The 
New York Times, recommended that 
the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the FDA join 
in setting a national policy on per~ 
missible limits of exposure to mi
crowave radiation as well as stand
ards on the amount of radiation a 
product could emit. 

"In tire past several years concern 
has significantly increased over the 
potential hazards posed by exposure 
to microwave radiation because of 
the significant increase in the tise of 
microwave-emitting products ~nd by 
a new awareness of miciowave 
radiation as a potential hea1th haz
ard," the stud_y said. 
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