
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

INTERAGENCY REGULATORY LIAISON GROUP 

ESTABLISH~ENT OF RADIOFREQUENCY/MICROWAVE COMMITTEE 

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration, Environmental 

Protection Agency, Occupational Safety and Health Admin

istration, Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

ACTION: Notice. 

~ SUMMARY: This notice 

ulato~ry Liai. ~ n ~~-up (IRLG) has established a committee 
b-e- U.1~~ 

toAee a review and analysis of the available data 

on radiofrequency and microwave exposure effects and to 

coordinate mem~b r age.ncy activities and responsibiliti. es , 
~~.-~I~~,-~~; ~' 

y-~/4rea. T ~ cofumittee seeks public comment onA~ ~-~~~~ _ 
~~"f~~ 

I 1. ,, 
!, i,-("l., • ,: 
I • 

1._ ,, 

draft statement on radiation protection philosophy and " · ? 

alternatives to standard setting. 

DATES: Comments to contact person below by (insert date 

60 days after date of publication in the FEDERAL REGISTER). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND COPIES OF STATEMENT, CONTACT: 

79-46 

Mays L. Swicord, Chairman, 

IRLG Radiofrequency/Microwave Committee, 

Bureau of Radiological Health (HFX-240), 

Food and Drug Administration, 

Department of Health, Education. and Welfare, 

5600 Fishers Lane, 

Rockville, MD 20857, 

301-443-3840. 



. .r· . J,1~ef 
~ 1$L~' (cr0 <. ) 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATI06 Because of unce ainty about
1
,low 

level exposure effects ,(fu Regulat_ory Develo~p ent Work ~oup, jJ _ 

-~-&i~--t:t:.e ~ f~ .- ~Zb ~~ 
one of eight work gr~ups of the IRLG,J\fg~wsas ett -r~diofrequency/ \ 

microwave exposure ~ one of several priority items for 

j .. oiat: cooperative effortS. Th~u~fically 

recommended that the four agencies sl:un,ld assess the pre,-

/ent data base/ required for regulatory initiatives, 

especially with regard to the biological effects of low 

level radiation ( particularly nonionizing), and saettle ·pro

pose studies to fill any identified needs. 

To this end, the member agencies of the IRLG (i.e., 

the Food and Drug Administration, the Environmental Protection 

Agency, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, 

and the Consumer Product Safety Commission) announce the 

~-~:"'o::c~~~~~~D""-~~?'V" 
to/\-formation of a committee 

of the available data on radiofrequency and microwave ex-

posure effects and to coordinate activi_t;ies, and respon-
~~ ' ~~ (lA.1.# ~~ ~'-G<9 

sib_ilitiesA~~Fea. • .,,This action is tak.0a. as anotf;.er · step 

toward meeting the· IRLG objectives announced at a joint press 
4- it:t ~ y~ 

confer e nf e ,10 n 1Aug tis t 2, 19 7 7. 

The Radiofrequency/Microwave Committee has been 

specifically charged with the following objectives: 

A. De•elop a consistent radiation protection phil

oso~hy for radiofrequencies and microwaves. 



_,.. 
"· 

B. Coordinate the development of a comprehensive 

bioeffects survey report on published experimental and 

epidemiological studies, considering the efforts of all 

agencies. 

C • J: e a.rd i I a t ~ · t he _rd en_ ti f r,.a ti o ft ~ rad i o fr e q u e n c y 

and microwave emitters and the populations exposed. 

Identify significant sources and categorize them. 

D. Identify common research needs and coordinate a 

biological and physical resea~ch program~ 
,,. 

E. Develop a coordinated control and corrective 

action plan in areas of overlapping jurisdictions. 

~~, ,. \ The committee held its first meeting on Ocfpber 12, 

I

,_ .. /.1978, and has had two later monthly meetings. [The National 

~
;~ __ , 

Institute for Occupational Safety and Health and the Federal 
P..,.,J_· ~~~ 

~{ Communications Commiss;,on,,wer~d fie participat~nd 
-vy ~Rn, ~ ~~,r- {kdi,4 • ~ • ~✓~a-' , 
~- h.aa -1'.epreseutatives at the~ings ... ~ .• 

Att,4., 
The committee~decided to seek a -e-elal\eed critical 

~~ ~ 
evaluation of the bioeffects research/! Negotiations are 

underway with the National Academy of Sciences te &Ypper~ 

~~.r 
-tlt"-!ft-S;t-1.B.-SS~&~l--~-Go-1.f,__t~ . .ub.eew1L..rr;;,_JJJli.IlDL..lSiJO~l .. i...c.c ... :ii..ti...ee.1Jd'""". -1l2ll.r1:.JJ0•pu;Ol..:S::i..ai:L.J.J .---.11.JDu.-~9 ... rnEire.:-r At o a c comp 1 i s h 

this objective. The committee is considering a coordinated 

control and corrective action plan in a number of selected 

areas. 

' ' 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 

... 
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The committee has drafted a statement of 

~nd micriwave radiation_ protection 

,:· f. 

--~ -,;~~~- .. • 

,.,,cs'·· ·,-:qs-;·,:.' . _,._ .· 60 
:.-_~· :)}~;·~.:..-~~,~:.r J/:./7•, .. ,,• .. ·~;:' 
-~~~~( 

, •. _. (insert date,·,·60 d:ays·.afte:.r· date,,ofc' publication in the FEDERAL .1 / ~ 
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