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The Soviet microwave bombardment crowave workers, had “established " 2 /mmds and behavior offAmencan diplo-
apparently making people in our Mos- ‘standard of ter microivatts: one-thou- " mats, - Lo
'cow embassy sick with radiation is the '.’sandth as much. But because American. .. Zaret, by the way, reading that an
tip. For the iceberg, read Paul Bro-* " researchers tended to disapprove of So- "\ living in two ‘southeastern: districts .
‘deur’s stunning articles, “A Reporter-at- »vlet biological theory-and expenmenta were inexplicably éxperiencing. the:
Large (Microwaves),” in the Dec. 18 and ‘practicé; because translations were in-. world’s highest rate of heart:attacks,’
20 New Yorkers. They'll leave you slck adequate and because they assumed suggested “to”an .international : micro-
with rage. .. .-the only biological effect was heating = wave conference that powerful Russian’

~'About microwaves: they come from ‘tissue, they found llttle tofret about missile-detecting radars miight be a fac
televlslon transmitters, radars, inicros i . g‘ ’anclng \’lrtually al[ i tor the closer to the border. ‘the, mor
wave ovens ahd much else; they touch el research preterred it that way. It :
millions of Americans, especially in cit- rdered " researchers to, ensure safet
ies: their possible. hazards to human ¥,

ith were Httle investigated in ‘this at the least possible cost o military op

health were e lnvestigate S ' erations.”: Over-thestandnrd -leakages.
country until receritly; the established.; . -guidéd-missile  installations. were '’ .

ﬁfjfggf, are .s¢ : ’...passed over, A maverick ophthalmolo-
“Ho hum. You may say - - glst, Dr. Miiton M. Zaret, who had bee
temporary' tale. What's - fiew 15 Bfo- ~finding .that mlcrowaves really hur
detir's demonstration that it spins out ge(;ple (cataracts, for instance), lost h
of the coldwar,  ° efensé Department contract. Biophy

sicist Allan H. Frey, doing pioneer re:
“:In and after the Semnd War. ‘micro-+- séatch on the effects of microwaves o
wave development came to encompass the/hervous system, was laughed at. .

a range of goods and services now con- ;
sidered integral to the Americaii life .‘M}E%gggggi’;g tg:g‘?ﬁogggs\,v isr;g}ltﬁz

style, and the detection: and guidance the embassy borabardrient. Most e

systems critical, to ‘national defense.’" i
Since microwaves were thought merely . B::se)('i &oil;iis ”d‘sggégegtc) :nt?hgil‘;ika y

to heat tissue (diathermy), virtually no; .The U.S. conducted gécret-
studies to
thought was given to health risks."A" g q if there: were bidlogical and even
safety standard of ten milliwatts of ex-. genetic effects, Columnist Jack Ander
posure’ per square centimeter . was’ i Son:caused a flurry, hut only a flurty
adopted by military and industry alike.’’ by breaking part. of the story-in . 1972,
“Meanwhile, the Russians, who unhke “.“Curlously,” - says "Brodeur, - no " one
hé Americans had been making exten- . sought to réfute Anderson’s claim that:; ..
ive clmlcal ln stlga ons of sick mi-- . thi Russians were trymg‘ to_alter. the

‘close its embassy and the . Russians‘ &
‘here, dose the Russian’ embassy with °
‘the same poxson—somethlng lxke that
No.more sighing.’. ]
_As for the broader problem of how to’ ‘
‘cope with 4 hazardous new technology

-before its use becomes pervasive and .
‘therefore perhaps prohibitively diffi--}
.cult to end, Brodeur is surely right in .}
appealing for'a “free and enlightened ; -
:scientific . commuinity” uncoopted amh :

1 ncorrupted by the official mentality

: What might have happened he spec- &
ulates, “if, instead of scorning maver- '
icks - like: Zaret, laughing ‘at - ploneers ; i

liké Frey, succumbing to.thé military’s
Cold War outlook, and worrying about. !
possible ', misinterpretations, : by - the i}
press, the scientific’ community had uh- ¥
<" dertaken to follow the Soviet Jead and -

had seriously studied the biological ef- ,“
fects of microwave radiation'fifteen or -*
twenty years ago, when the first dlscon- '
h certing signs appeared

At best, ‘he" conclitdes, the. o
might haVe asserted ‘mitch earlicr “its .:
inalienable right to know; and to ques
tion thé conspiracy of silence about the .
potential hazards of microwave radla-
tion—a policy that the government was : ;_
able fo maintain for years on the very \
basis that the public, according to the * -
parlance employed by military and in- . 48 ;
telligence people in matters deemed to
mvolve sccurrty had. . ‘no nccd to i -
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.word that the embassy Was agaln inder :
bombardment-in doses’;e e :higher
than the permissive Amer an,exp -
sure standard. The ambassa imse!

ing in the éyes. There followed; ri¢
of "flabby, oftén: misleading Stbte De
partment representations-of whi¢h'the
latest was issued Wednesddy. A deépart
ment doctor, a,veteran of the éfficia
‘microwave coverup of the 1960s, saf
he was “absolutely sure" there was “n
nnection”. between' “certain: blood
chahges recorded in embassy perst
fiel and microwaves. . :
-In:fact; the embassy radlation is the
easy pért. Presidents Nixon and Ford'
and' Henry Kissinger cravénly let the
Russiahs. go on. assailting the. health
and wellbeing of Americans in Moscow
President-elect Carter and Cyrus Vance ~
stiould demand that the"Russians end
the bombardinent. If thc Russians ©
chose not to the Unltcd States should




