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I . ~!~TO~~~¢~~~t !!:~Wck~~g,-~:-
to President Ford,, two conscientious plyzing venom, eitb..er~ sc7rp. · 0n co.ul. d 
congressmen have raised some urgent kill the other without suffe g retalia- . 

d Les Whitten 

questions about "counterforce.''·.· · · : tion. . · · .- . ~ . .· · . ;. 
Thls is ·a term that global strategists· j , · - · • · · · • • • :: . 

use .to describe a nuclear blitz attack The key to counrorfprce, they ~y. ·., 
,_, that would destroy another nation's nu-- would be dea~y acc~te, su~~me-- _ - · 
1
~ ~~e;~:~:~t~~~.~~~::~- ~~~~z,~,- ~~~~t~~i~-~t~~aj~ ~ 

:, The concern pair, Rep; Bob Carr, o-t•.breakthr.Qugh: 19/anti-SU~manne_ w~~ :: 
: l\fich;, and Rep. Tom Downey,. D-N,Y:', ... f~e, the nati9n possessm~ such mis-. 

; =:e~~~~fc~1:Jr:!~Te!o~;~-,:·.~~;:%ul~ \?. an un~a~Ie_ ~~~t- :: 

'. Preside~t•s nuclear polici~ could lead .· ·? What' orries the congr~onal ~;: 
. -. th_e So~ets some da~. to strike the U.S~. . is that both superpowers are rushing · 

with a counterforce blow. ,. :; ::. ~{. pe~ll toward counterforce while 
The congr~ss1:1en dte the U.S.- em< t~9if' diplomacy is dragging. "We be-- -

phasis on achievmg a counterforce cap- · Ueve,"., the congressmen wrote Presi• · 
___ ;)1bility rather than on finding a dip·!~~---· ·dent Ford bluntly,_''your national secu- •· · 

; ma tic solution. The real problem- they. rity iidvisors are misleading you." . : ·: 
· plead, is to prevent any country- fro -· · ' · · · . ' -

· -- · developing a first-strike ability i· .6, · 'Ibey liken the ~urrent situation to · 
stroy another's retaliatory forces. . • • . when the_late ~dent Lyndon J obn-
. "Matching the .Soviets would O n~ · ~n's advisors DllSled him during the '. 
thing to. decrease their ability td strike Vietnam War. . . , . 

_ us first," Carr· and Downey )VtOte the Footnote: President Ford hasn t had . 
- . ··President. "Counterforce, first-strike . a ch:mce to r~--pond to the Congress,. : 

capability can be us-..~ onl to commit· •-. mens letter. A Pentagon nuclear strat- · 
aggression, not to deter i Only hope is , egy expert, however,}old ~ the count• 
to prevent the Soviets fr. m developing ,, erforce concern was fuzzy and some-· 
it, and this can only b · done through whanheoretical. "Basically," he said, : 
SALT. · : . · - .. , · , ,: . "t~e question ~omes down to what co,n-: 

• · Prohibition ••• • ere is no verif~- ~tes a credible deterence." ·. . .: 
ble way to prohibiY!ts constuction. But ISoviet Microwaves-We broke the -

t~:~ _a~e ~erifi;t an~/~~ p;ohir~~:: ii~ 0!:~~ ~~;~;~;~~:i i 
The prevailing wisdom is that the\ the U.S. emb~ m Mos_cow. This has . 

two superpo/ers, each equipped with ,
1
: now developed into a maJor health con°: 

' enough nuc_ke~r power to devastate the•: ~oversy. . ' , '· · · ·. -::, ·. : ,. _ •: 
- other, wou tl be compelled to live to,:_;-~ We have been·asked how the micro- -

gether in eace. Atomic scientist Rob- ··. waves - pick up conversation. Our: 
ert Oppe heimer one!:;· illustrated the .·. sources explain that a sereen of micro- -
theory . ·th the analogy of two scor- · waves is beamed into a room. When the : 
pions · a bottle. · · . ; . microwaves strike metal, they bounce 

· · / ·. . . . . . . back. The Soviet monitors-register ariy .: 
Btotli _scorp1ons·posses· stingers t~at : microwave disturbances caused by con~ -

~oul • kill the·other. But each scorpion~· versation. · . , ; 
lS a are that the venom is slow acting. . · - - . 
Thus the victim, before c;lying, would. ~ese disturb~ces can be "d_oc~!l· : 
deal an equally lethal retaliatory blow ~. thus revealing what was_ said ~· ,. 
against the aggressor. · s1de the room. Because the Soviet mom- · 

toring equipment isn't as sensitive as : 
Carr and Downey contend · that 

j counterforce would change this. II the 
. scorpions should ever develop co'\1Dter-

American equipment, more powerful -
microwaes are used. This has caused 
the health hazard.· 
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