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JaCMOn d Lés Whitten =~
Nugclear Strike Risk -

WASHINGTOV—-In a pnvate letter

: to President ¥ord,.two conscientious
congressmen have raised some urgent -
. questions about “counterforce.” -

[

. to counterattack..

This is a term that global strateglsts‘« i

use to describe a nuclear blitz attack -
that would destroy another nation’s nu-
i clear forces and wip_e out its capablhty

The.concern pair, Rep Bob Carr‘ D

" Mich., and Rep. Tom Downey, D-N.Y:. .

-_.......—-——7——1

.

|

" witha “counterforce” blow. s
- The congressmen cite the US erg-
- phasis on achieving a counterforce cap- -
_ability-rather than on finding a dlpl:/

- both members of the powerful House..
: Armed Services Committee, fear the:
7 President's nuclear policies could lead
- the Soviets some day to stnke the US

matic solution. The real problem-they
plead is to prevent any country-fro.

 developing a firststrike ability to é~
stroy another’s retaliatory forces. -
' “Matching the Soviets would ¢ 6 no-
thing to decrease their ability td strike

_us first,” Carr-and Downey wrote the
“President. “Counterforde, firststrike

' capabxlity can be used only to commit

aggression, not to deter it/Only hope is
to prevent the Soviets from developing -
it, and this can only b¢ done through
SALT. - ;
- Probibition ...
ble way to prohibit/its constuction. But
“tests are venflay and thus prombxta-
ble” - ¢ ..

The prevailiig w1sdom is that the®
two superpowers, each equipped with -,

" enough nucléar power to devastate the -

" other, would be compelled to live to-:

gether in peace. Atomic scientist Rob- Waves pick up conversation. _
_sources explain that a screen of micro- -

ére isno venﬁa«

5 troversy P

= launched, mulnple.warhead missiles. If .
" this should be coufs
. breakthrough- m/amx-submanne war- -f -

. son's advisors misled him during the

’-ﬁ the US. embassy in Moscow. This has °

ert Oppenheimer once illustrated the -

- theory with the analogy of two scor-
pions in' a bottle

Both scorpions-posses- stmgexs that
could kill the other. But each scorpion -
is aware that the venom is slow acting.
Thus the victim, before dying, would.
deal an equally lethal retaliatory blow
against the aggressor.

Carr and Downey contend - that American equipment, more powerful -
counterforce would change this. If the microwaes are used. This has caused

scorpxons should ever develop counter-

. side the room. Because the Soviet moni- -

AT

. .g,.

force stmgers with qmck-actx;g, par-
plyzing venom, either scorpien could -
kill the other vmhout suffe

tion. .- :

The key to counterf})rce, they say, 21

would be deadly accurate, submarine- -
led- with a major -

fare, the natmn possessing such miss”

» siles would h _‘ve an unassanable count. - o

ertorce. A

What orries the congre«sxonal paur

both superpowers are rushing.
ell toward counterforce while
'rh
e%e," the congressmen wrote Presi- .

rity adesors are misleading you.”

'I'hey liken the current sxtuatmn to
v,hen the late President Lyndon John-

Vietnam War.
Footnote: President Ford hasn’t had

.a chance to respond te the Congress-

. men’s letter. A Pentagon nuclear strat- -
egy expert, however, told us the count-

. erforce concern was “fuzzy” and some- -
what theoretical. “Basically,” he said, .
“the question comes down to what con- -
stitutes a credible deterence.” :

Soviet Microwaves-We broke the-
story on May 10, 1972 that the Soviet .
Union was beaming microwaves into :

+ now developed into a maJor health con-

,-v -

“'We have been asked how the mxcro-»
Qur~

_waves is beamed into a room. When the
microwaves strike metal, they bounce
.. back. The Soviet monitors register any -
; microwave disturbances caused by con- -
" versation.

- These dléturbances can be “'deco_d« -
ed,” thus revealing what was said in- .

toring equipment isn’t as sensitive as .

the health hazard.

diplemacy s dragging. “We be- f

ent Ford bluntly, “your national secu- -§
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